
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

One of our Biggest Fundraisers of the Year! 

The Witch Tryal, Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25 at 7:30 PM at 

Avon Congregational Church’ historic Meetinghouse.  
 

A theatrical portrayal of Salem’s 1692 witch hysteria using real 

life testimonies to recreate the trial of a sharp-tongued widow. 

Did her neighbors have it in for her or did she possess a diabolical 

power through a pact with the Devil. And how did this play out 

in Connecticut where eleven women and men were executed 

as witches?? An Immersive Experience, Fascinating and 

Interactive. A colonial-style reception to follow. 

 

Purchase your tickets today! 
 

Tickets are $20 and may be purchased on our website at 

www.avon-church.org, or at the door. 6 West Main Street, 

Avon. For more information call 860-678-0488.  
 

Not appropriate for young children due to subject matter 

and intense emotion.  

 
  

 

Support your church by: 
 

• Purchasing tickets and attending "The Witch Tryal". This event 

is one of our church’s biggest fundraisers and plays a vital role 

in supporting our programs and mission. Your participation 

makes a meaningful difference—please join us and invite 

friends! 
 

• Volunteering to bring refreshments - the sign-up sheet is on 

the main hall bulletin board, along with recipes for delicious 

autumn treats 

 

E-Tidings  
 Avon Congregational Church 
 

 October 22, 2025 

 

 

 

http://www.avon-church.org/


Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Sunday, October 26, 2025: Trustee – Dave Crowther, 

Reader – Candace Doersch, Usher – Bob Doersch, Videographer – Nora Howard, Coffee 

Hour Hosts & Food Volunteers - Beth Ferrari, Connie Held and Emilie Hutt 
 

 

Stewardship News – Thanksgiving season is right around the corner; 

it’s a time to reflect and be grateful for our blessings. November is 

Stewardship Month at Avon Congregational Church, a very 

important month celebrating our church blessings and planning 

and budgeting for our year ahead. The following are important 

dates during the   Stewardship season: 

 

November 2 - Stewardship Sunday message 

November 3-  Stewardship letter mailed to the congregation 

November 23 - Pledge Sunday (pledges received and blessed in worship) 

 

Note from the Treasurer: Thank you very much for all the gifts you 

lovingly provide to ACC, which are benefiting our church and the 

community in so many ways. Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the end 

of the year are not too far away – please assist the Finance Ministry 

by submitting the balance of your 2025 pledges before the end of 

the year. Thank you! Bob Linderman, Treasurer 

 

 

Coffee with the Pastor, Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 10 AM at the Coffee 

Trade (21 West Main St.) Join us for conversation and fellowship. Pop 

in or stay for the hour. See you there! (Please note that there is no 

longer CWTP on the 1st Wednesday of each month, so people may 

be free to cook for First Friday Dinners.)  

 

 

Night Out at Gather55 - We are organizing a group dinner at Gather55 

in Hartford on Thursday, October 30th at 6 pm. October features new 

dishes created by Chef Carlos Perez from @The Corner in 

Litchfield.  Gather55 is a mission-based restaurant offering “pay what 

you can” meals during the day to people in need and pays for the 

program by offering dinners featuring chefs from area restaurants.  If 

interested, please contact Beth Ferrari at bethferrari@comcast.net. 

We will carpool from ACC.  

 

Avon Nursery School invites church members and friends to participate 

in their “Trunk of Treat” event on October 31st at 11:00 AM. You may 

bring your car with a decorated trunk to the church parking lot and set 

up in a parking space before 11:00 AM. (Costumes are welcome, but 

nothing too scary.) Or, you may help by donating candy and small 

toys for the event. Contact Jolene Tefoe at ANS@avon-church.org if 

you’d like to bring a car to the event or help out that day. All donations may be dropped 

off in the church office by October 30th. Thank you! 
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Interested in becoming a member of  Avon Congregational Church?  

Join Pastor Chris at our two membership events on Nov. 2nd (following worship)  

and Nov. 9th (during our10 AM worship) 
 

New Member Orientation, Sunday, November 2nd, 11:30 AM - Does God 

call you to share your gifts in ways that will provide you with deep 

meaning? Do you seek lifelong friendships here with us? A New Member 

Orientation Lunch will be held on Sunday, November 2nd, following the 

worship service. We warmly invite you to come and discover how you can 

become a member of our church community. 
 

New Member Sunday, November 9th, 10:00 AM- On this special day new 

members are introduced to the congregation, who recognize their choice to 

join our journey of faith. A meaningful ceremony is held as part of the service. 

This is a joyful time that strengthens the bonds of the church community - we 

look forward to welcoming our newest members and walking together on the 

path of faith. 
 

If you haven’t already spoken to Pastor Chris, and you have discerned that God is calling 

you to be a new member here, please call 860-678-0488, ext. 11. 
 

 

Update on Gaza with Dr. Deborah Weidner, Monday, Nov. 3, 6:30 PM in the library - Come 

and learn about Dr Weidner’s experiences in Gaza and what she learns from her professional 

network working and living in Gaza today. Dr. Weidner is a board-certified general and child 

& adolescent psychiatrist. She stepped away from leadership in healthcare in April 2024 to 

pursue humanitarian work following the events of October 7, 2023. 

In August 2024, Dr. Weidner became one of the first psychiatrists to enter Gaza during the 

war, delivering frontline psychiatric care to displaced civilians and medical personnel at Al 

Nasser Hospital, Khan Younis. Since her return, she has presented widely on the challenges 

of providing mental health care in Gaza and conflict zones, emphasizing the limitations of 

conventional psychiatric models and the urgent need for adaptive, culturally rooted 

approaches in humanitarian crises. 

Sign up on the main hall bulletin board.  If there is a large interest, we will move to Fellowship 

Hall. This presentation is not recommended for children.   

 

Chair Yoga led by Betsy Van Loon, November 6, 13, & 20, 10:30 AM in 

the church library - Gentle stretching for neck, shoulders, arms, hips and 

legs. We will have a brief meditation on a scripture passage at the end 

of each class. Come and enjoy feeling better in body and spirit. 

 
First Friday Dinner, November 7th at 5:30 – 7:00 PM. Menu includes 

Applewood Smoked Glazed Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Green Vegetable, 

Fall Salad with beets, goat cheese, walnuts, and a maple-vinaigrette 

dressing, and our popular “Dessert Buffet”, which includes coffee and tea 

to complete your dining experience. $20 per person. Take-out is 

available. For more information, call the church office at 860-678-0488. 

No reservations necessary. 



 
 
 

Avon Congregational Church 
Presented in our Historical Meetinghouse 

6 West Main St., Avon, CT 

presents 

The Witch Tryal 
You decide! Is Susannah Martin a witch? A theatrical portrayal of 

Salem’s 1692 witch hysteria uses primary source documents to recreate 

the trial of a sharp-tongued widow. A colonial-style reception to follow. 

Friday, October 24  7:30 PM 

Saturday, October 25  7:30 PM 
 

 

 
 

Tickets $20 
May be purchased on our website  

www.avon-church.org or at the door. 

 For more information call 860-678-0488 

Not appropriate for young children due to subject matter and intense emotion. 

 
 

http://www.avon-church.org/


 
 



 



 

 

Statement of Inclusion 
 

 In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally 

welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social 

or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as 

unique individuals made in God’s image. We also affirm the special gifts that each 

person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant 

of our Christian community. 

 

Staff Contact List – Online Church Information 
 

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor            pastor@avon-church.org 

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist            music@avon-church.org 

Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School                   ans@avon-church.org  

Kathy Smith, Office Manager                 secretary@avon-church.org 

John Carlson, Finance Administrator             administrator@avon-church.org 

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons 

  

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT  06001 

Church Phone Number 860-678-0488 

Church Website www.avon-church.org  

Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch  

 

 

 

Steering Circle 2025 – 2026 
 

Moderator – Jerry Humble; Treasurer – Bob Linderman; Clerk – Kate Rickson-

McNally; Worship – Alex Harris and Kent May; Nurturing – Lee Egan and Joan Miller; 

Outreach – Marcia Cox and Leslie Desmangles;  Support – Beth Ferrari and Betsy 

Van Loon; Members – at - Large – Kate Allen and Candace Doersch 

Scan for giving 

 

Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media 
 

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page 

and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below: 

https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9C9s7fZ28HKpSllaoeGZfQ 
 

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link: 
 

The Avon Congregational Church Website 

www.avon-church.org  
 

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page 
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