
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Below is the letter sent to church members and friends encouraging each of us to prayerfully discern what we can    

give to enable and sustain our vibrant ministries at Avon Congregational Church. 

Thank you for partnering with your faith family toward these efforts.  

 

Dear Members and Friends of Avon Congregational Church, 
  
Mother Teresa is quoted as saying, “If you want a love message to be heard, it has got to be sent out. To keep a lamp 

burning, we must keep putting oil in it.” And while each one of us should engage these goals as personal spiritual 

practices, we know we often can do much more in community than we can do by ourselves. As members and friends 

of this faith community, the myriad of good done for those in and around our community, as well as the efforts made 

toward making real and lasting change for the better near and far, is only because of our collective efforts; gifts of 

our time, our talents and our financial resources. 

  
Acknowledging that we stand on the shoulders of the giants from each generation of this church, who have enacted 

Jesus’ love for others since 1819, we are now invited once again to fill the oil lamps and send out our love so that 

our ministries can continue. Many of you have literally rolled up your sleeves and done the difficult work to enact 

various ministries and you have paid for the maintenance and administration of this church over many decades. 

Newer members and friends have wrapped in and have found (or are finding) how their greatest gifts meet the 

greatest needs in ministry. Longtime members continually widen the table  to welcome newer members into the 

work of sharing each ministry we offer here. 

  
So, at this time when each of us is asked to consider what we can afford to fuel the lamps of Avon Congregational 

Church, let us once again also strive to discern the question, ‘Who and what does God call us to be in this time?’ 

What are the gifts we each have, and have as an entire community that can help us serve God’s intentions and our 

mission faithfully and with effectiveness? Because when we are authentic with our generosity, we are impactful, and 

that is of course contagious (in a good way) for new friends to say, yes! I want to be a part of the transforming and 

life-giving ministries of this church, and I have something to add!!’ 
  
Our church is currently on healthy footing, but only because each year we all choose to make funding its ministries 

a priority in our lives. So, with all you know this church to do and all you might imagine it can be, I ask that you 

please prayerfully discern how much you can afford to give toward the good works we continue to do together with 

God’s help. 
  
Through and with God, the Provider of all Blessings, 

Pastor Chris Solimene 

Minister, Avon Congregational Church 

E-Tidings  
 Avon Congregational Church 
 

 November 19, 2025 

 

 

 



Stewardship News: Blessing of the Pledges is November 23, during 

worship – This Sunday, which is Pledge Sunday, we will be receiving 

pledges and blessing them during worship. Thanksgiving season is right 

around the corner; it’s a time to reflect and be grateful for our blessings. 

November is Stewardship Month here at Avon Congregational Church, 

a very important month celebrating our church blessings, and planning 

and budgeting for our year ahead.   

 

Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Sunday, November 23, 2025: Trustee – Alex Harris, 

Reader – Jennie Boswell, Usher – Lee Egan, Videographer – Betsy Van Loon, Coffee Hour 

Hosts & Food Volunteers - Beth Ferrari, Gail Alvord, Wendy Iscove 
 

Office Hours - Church Office Hours are Mondays - Thursdays, 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM.  

 

Nursery Volunteers wanted - Our Nurturing Ministry is looking 

to staff the church Nursery each week for our young 

families and visitors to the Church. We have one volunteer 

so far! This is a vital ministry of support for parents, as we 

provide care and a safe space for their children during 

worship. Volunteers would staff the Nursery on a rotating 

basis. There is a speaker in the room so all can hear the 

service from there. All volunteers who work with children must take a Safe Church Training 

course with Pastor Chris. If you are interested, please sign up on the main hall bulletin 

board. Questions? Contact Joan Miller at jcmiller4646@gmail.com or Lee Egan at 

lbrownegan@gmail.com.  

 

 

Next Coffee with the Pastor is Wednesday, November 26 at 10 AM 

at the Coffee Trade (21 West Main St.) Join us for conversation and 

fellowship. Pop in or stay for the hour. See you there!  

 

 

 

Chair Yoga led by Betsy Van Loon, November 20, 10:30 AM in 

the church library - Gentle stretching for neck, shoulders, arms, 

hips and legs. We will have a brief meditation on a scripture 

passage at the end of each class. Come and enjoy feeling 

better in body and spirit. 

 

Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets - The Christian Service & 

Outreach Ministry in coordination with Avon Social Services 

sponsored four food baskets this year for Thanksgiving. If 

you signed up to bring an item, please drop it off in the 

baskets in Fellowship Hall by Sun., Nov. 23rd. Perishables 

may go in the refrigerator, in the kitchen or in the freezer. 

Labels are located on the refrigerator. Thank you for supporting this annual tradition of 

helping those in need. If you have any questions, please contact Beth Ferrari at 860-675-

8246.
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Interfaith Service of Thanksgiving, Tuesday, November 25th 
Hosted by West Avon Congregational Church, 280 Country Club Road, Avon 

6 PM Sharing soup               7 PM Interfaith Service 

 

Members of any religion are invited to gather together in gratitude for a soup supper, (bring 

a crockpot of soup to share - no pork, please), followed by a service led by local religious 

leaders of many denominations. If you would like to join in voice with the Farmington Valley 

Interfaith Choir, or have any questions, contact West Avon Cong. Church at 860-673-3996.  

 

Advent Happenings and Services 
 

Sunday, November 30, 10:00 AM - Advent Sunday Worship: Hope 

The season of Advent opens by not just counting down days. We are each invited into a 

story of hope that has been unfolding since ancient times. It's a hope that calls us to look 

forward with expectation, to prepare our hearts and minds for the promise fulfilled - light 

born into our often-dark world. Come and behold Emmanuel!  
 

Monday, December 1, 6:00 PM - Greening of the Church and Pizza 

Love to decorate for the season? Join us in “Greening the Church”. We’ll gather in the 

kitchen for pizza (free will offering to cover expenses), then make merry as we put up 

wreaths, trees, swags and more!  

 

Advent Bible Study: The Birth Narratives, Thursdays, December 4 & 11, 

10:30 AM in the church library. Offered by The Rev. Marcia Cox, 

church member and retired United Church of Christ pastor. Most of 

us know well the Christmas story. But in our discussion, we will take the 

opportunity to examine it in greater depth through the writings in the 

gospels of Matthew and Luke. We will explore in more detail the time 

and place of Jesus’ birth, those present, the events surrounding it, and the meanings of the 

narratives for us today. Please sign up on the bulletin in the hallway. All are welcome to 

join us. 

 

Hidden Treasures Store, Open Thursdays and Saturdays in 

December, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM until December 20th - Come and find 

that unique, one - of- a-kind gift for that special someone, at our 

store, Located in the 12 West Main Street building, adjacent to the 

church.  
 

 



 

A Children’s Festival with Santa & Mrs. Claus, December 6,  

2:00 - 4:00 PM. Meet Santa and Mrs. Claus, who will share stories, lead 

sing-a-longs  and pose with children for pictures. Also, games with 

elves, cookie decorating, crafts, snacks and hot cocoa. Children $15, 

Adults $10. The Historic Meetinghouse of Avon Congregational 

Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. Tickets at www.Avon-Church.org or 

available at the door. 

 

Cookie Bakers needed for A Festival with Santa & Mrs. Claus on Dec. 6 - Do 

you love to bake for the holiday season? We are looking for volunteers who 

will bake yummy Christmas cookies that children will eat, plus plain sugar 

cookies in Christmas shapes, which will be for our cookie-decorating table. 

We are also looking for cookie decorating items, such as tubs of frosting, 

sprinkles, frosting writing tubes, and candies, etc. 

 

Sunday, December 7, 10:00 AM - Advent Sunday Worship: Peace 

Join us for week two of Advent Sunday Worship. We’ll light the candle 

of Peace and reflect together with words, prayer, and song on the 

reason for the season. 

 

Tuesday, December 9, 6:30 PM - Advent Happening in Fellowship Hall 

Join us this evening for a joyful “Advent Happening,” filled with 

creativity, fellowship, and festive spirit! We’ll gather to make an Advent 

craft, share meaningful conversation, and enjoy the warmth of community as we prepare 

our hearts for the season. All ages are welcome! Come relax, create, and celebrate 

together as we enter this special time of anticipation and hope. See sign-up board for 

details. 

 

Jingle-jingle!  Come ring the bells for Salvation Army on Saturday, December 13th at 

Walmart!  This is only a 1-hour commitment, and no experience is necessary. You can bring 

a partner, or we will find one for you, if you don’t want to ring alone.  Sign up on the main 

hall bulletin board and we’ll contact you with further details.  Questions?  Call Lynn Del 

Cegno: 860-690-9675.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of year!!  Fill out your Christmas Poinsettias Form below: 
 

Christmas Poinsettias add sacred beauty and help make more meaningful our late 

Advent and Christmastide celebration. Would you like to provide one (or more) to 

grace our sanctuary? It is a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one. 

Please fill out the order form and return with your money no later than Sunday, 

December 4th.  

Each plant costs $12.00. Include check or cash for the full amount with the order 

form. Make checks payable to Avon Congregational Church and return to the 

church office. 

        ————————— CUT HERE —————————— 

 

Color and number of plants: Red                 White ________    

 

The flowers you are ordering on this form may be taken home by donors 

following Christmas Eve service.  

 

Amount enclosed: $_________________  

 

Flowers are given by (your name(s)): 

 

 _______________________________________________________    

   

 

Message for bulletin: In honor of/In memory of/In celebration of (circle one or 

create own):  

 

               

 

               

 



 

 

 



 

 

Statement of Inclusion 
 

 In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally 

welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social 

or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as 

unique individuals made in God’s image. We also affirm the special gifts that each 

person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant 

of our Christian community. 

 

Staff Contact List – Online Church Information 
 

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor            pastor@avon-church.org 

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist            music@avon-church.org 

Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School                   ans@avon-church.org  

Kathy Smith, Office Manager                 secretary@avon-church.org 

John Carlson, Finance Administrator             administrator@avon-church.org 

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons 

  

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT  06001 

Church Phone Number 860-678-0488 

Church Website www.avon-church.org  

Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch  

 

 

 

Steering Circle 2025 – 2026 
 

Moderator – Jerry Humble; Treasurer – Bob Linderman; Clerk – Kate Rickson-

McNally; Worship – Alex Harris and Kent May; Nurturing – Lee Egan and Joan Miller; 

Outreach – Marcia Cox and Leslie Desmangles;  Support – Beth Ferrari and Betsy 

Van Loon; Members – at - Large – Kate Allen and Candace Doersch 

Scan for giving 

 

Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media 
 

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page 

and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below: 

https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9C9s7fZ28HKpSllaoeGZfQ 
 

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link: 
 

The Avon Congregational Church Website 

www.avon-church.org  
 

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page 
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