November 26, 2025

Many thanks to Karen Levan, our Music Director/Organist, and our Gallery Singers and
Celebration Ringers for providing such beautiful music for us at our Sunday. November 23
worship service.

Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Advent Sunday, November 30, 2025: Trustee — Kent
May, Reader — Gail Alvord, Usher — Sally Albrecht, Videographer — Donna Lynn Young,
Coffee Hour Hosts & Food Volunteers - Beth Ferrari, Cindy Stanfield, Sarah Fogg

Next Coffee with the Pastor is Wednesday, Dec. 10 at 10 AM at the
Coffee Trade (21 West Main St.) Join us for conversation and
fellowship. Pop in or stay for the hour. See you there!




News from our Sew Thankful Quilters and Quilts of Valor members - On Monday, November
17, 2025 we presented four quilts to veterans at the Rocky Hill Veterans Hospital. Our quilts
were part of a presentation done for thirteen veterans. The Connecticut Veterans
Commander was present for all the presentations. These quilts were made by Susan
Underwood, Susan Elliott, and Connie Beilstein. Donations from the Avon VFW and the
American Legion helped with the costs of these quilts.
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Thank you to all those who contributed to this year’'s Thanksgiving food baskets, benefiting
four households supported by Avon Social Services. Collectively we came together and
each basket is valued at $100 each which is truly amazing!

Photo at right: Avon Social Services Director, Jennifer Bennett, is helped by student interns
Max and Faith unloading donations. All were appreciative of our generous baskets.




Advent Happenings and Services

Flyst Sunday of

Sunday, November 30, 10:00 AM - Advent Sunday Worship: Hope ADVENT
The season of Advent opens by not just counting down days. We are each
invited into a story of hope that has been unfolding since ancient times.
It's a hope that calls us to look forward with expectation, to prepare our
hearts and minds for the promise fulfilled - light born into our often-dark
world. Come and behold Emmanuel!

Monday, December 1, 6:00 PM - Greening of the Church and Pizza

Love to decorate for the season¢ Join us in “Greening the Church”. We'll gather in the
kitchen for pizza (free will offering to cover expenses), then make merry as we put up
wreaths, frees, swags and morel

Advent Bible Study: The Birth Narratives, Thursdays, December 4 &

@:ﬁi‘ 11, 10:30 AM in the church library. Offered by The Rev. Marcia Cox,

y N church member and retired United Church of Christ pastor. Most of

(1L . . . . .

dd Blﬁ(ﬂcf us know well the Christmas story. But in our discussion, we will take

W the opportunity to examine it in greater depth through the writings

in the gospels of Matthew and Luke. We will explore in more detail

the time and place of Jesus’ birth, those present, the events surrounding it, and the

meanings of the narratives for us today. Please sign up on the bulletin in the hallway. All
are welcome to join us.

one - of- a-kind gift for that special someone, at our store, Located in
the 12 West Main Street building, adjacent to the church.

— A Children’s Festival with Santa & Mrs. Claus, December 6,

~ 2:00 - 4:00 PM. Meet Santa and Mrs. Claus, who will share stories, lead

sing-a-longs and pose with children for pictures. Also, games with

I elves, cookie decorating, crafts, snacks and hot cocoa. Children
4 $15, Adults $10. The Historic Meetinghouse of Avon Congregational

‘ Church, 6 West Main St., Avon. Tickets at www.Avon-Church.org or

available at the door.

Cookie Bakers needed for A Festival with Santa & Mrs. Claus on Dec. 6 - Do (o)
you love to bake for the holiday season2 We are looking for volunteers who /<=- '
will bake yummy Christmas cookies that children will eat, plus plain sugar :
cookies in Christmas shapes, which will be for our cookie-decorating table.
We are also looking for cookie decorating items, such as tubs of frosting,
sprinkles, frosting writing tfubes, and candies, etc.



Sunday, December 7, 10:00 AM - Advent Sunday Worship: Peace

Join us for week two of Advent Sunday Worship. We'll light the candle
of Peace and reflect together with words, prayer, and song on the
reason for the season.

i Tuesday, December 9, 6:30 PM - Advent Happening in Fellowship Hall
g Join us this evening for a joyful “Advent Happening,” filled with
creativity, fellowship, and festive spiritl We'll gather to make an Advent
craft, share meaningful conversation, and enjoy the warmth of community as we prepare
our hearts for the season. All ages are welcome!l Come relax, create, and celebrate
together as we enter this special time of anficipation and hope. See sign-up board for
details.

\ Jingle-jingle! Come ring the bells for Salvation Army on
& Saturday, December 13" at Walmart! This is only a 1-hour
= commitment, and no experience is necessary. You can bring a
i partner, or we will find one for you, if you don't want to ring
alone. Sign up on the main hall bulletin board and we'll contact
you with further details. Questionse Call Lynn Del Cegno: 860-
690-9675.

CT Colored Regiments Memorial Walk, Nov. 22 By Nora Howard, Church Historian

The Avon Congregational Church recently participated in a 5K Memorial Walk from the
Old State House through Hartford. The event marked the 160th anniversary of the
triumphant homecoming parade in 1865 of Civil War soldiers from the CT 29th and 30th CT
Colored Regiments. Avon's Pvt. Leverett Holden was among those honored. His memorial
stone is beside ACC in the East Avon Cemetery.

Among those walking the parade route were Betsy Van Loon of ACC's Social and
Environmental Justice Ministry, ACC Historian Nora Howard, and Avon Historical Society
president Terri Wilson. The event was produced by John and Erica Mills, of the Alex Breanne
Corporation. John Mills is a genealogist and independent scholar.

The parade route began at the Old State House, where the soldiers in 1865 had been
greeted and thanked by CT Governor Wiliam Buckingham, and went past the location of
their camp off Park Street. The Hartford Police Department established safe crossings at
each intersection, following with lights flashing and precise timing.

Over 100 people joined in, including descendants of soldiers that had been recently
identified and contacted by John Mills. Several of the descendants flew in from across the
U.S. for the event.



Also participating were Kevin Johnson portraying Pvt. Wiliam Webb, and Warren Barnett,
portraying his ancestor, Sargent Epson Brown. Along with John and Erica Mills, these are
ACC friends who have been in programs at ACC, most recently in June 2025.

There were remarks by John Mills, and also by Sally Whipple, executive director of the Old
State House. A State of CT Proclamation was read by Rep. Joshua Hall (7th CT House
District). Grace Figueroa read her original poem, composed for the event, "The Left and
Right to Return." Kevin Johnson portrayed Pvt. Wiliam Webb. Civil War Museum executive
director Dan Hayden gave Gov. Buckingham speech from 1865 welcoming the soldiers
home. There were also exhibits and display tables.

The finale was the unveiling of Katiana Jarbeth Smith's painting of Pvt. Richard Myers
Hedgman, 29th Company B., commissioned for the event. The portrait will hang in the Old
State House, where visitors will see it on display. It is hoped that the Memorial Walk will
become an annual event.

The unveiling of the portrait of Pvt. Hedgman by Katiana Jarbeth Smith is on
YouTube here. Poet Grace Figueroa's performance is on YouTube here.

(Photo top left) Betsy Van Loon with descendants of Sgt. Epson Brown: Warren Barnett (r),
and Sheldon Griffin. Photo by Nora Howard.



https://youtu.be/PHk-NnahqL4
https://youtu.be/l-ZW-cSS6IU

It's that time of year!! Fill out your Christmas Poinsettias Form below:

Christmas Poinsettias add sacred beauty and help make more meaningful our late
Advent and Christmastide celebration. Would you like to provide one (or more) to
grace our sanctuary? It is a wonderful way to remember or honor a loved one.
Please fill out the order form and return with your money no later than Sunday,
December 7th,

Each plant costs $12.00. Include check or cash for the full amount with the order
form. Make checks payable to Avon Congregational Church and return to the
church office.

CUT HERE

Color and number of plants: Red White

The flowers you are ordering on this form may be taken home by donors
following Christmas Eve service.

Amount enclosed: $

Flowers are given by (your name(s)):

Message for bulletin: In honor of/In memory of/In celebration of (circle one or
create own):




A Children’s Festival

with Sanfa & Mss, Claus P
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2:00 - 4:00 pm

Meet Santa and Mrs. Claus, who will
share stories, lead sing-a-longs

and pose with children for pictures. Also,
games with elves, cookie decorating,
crafts, snacks and hot cocoa

Tickets available at Avon-Church.org
or at the doot.
Children $15 Adults $10

The Historic Meetinghouse
Avon Congregational Church, 6 West Main St, Avon

Questions? Call 860-678-0488




Holiday Events around Avon

Breakfast with Santa, Sunday, Dec. 7, 8 AM to 10 AM, Pancakes, Pictures with Santaq,
Reindeer - $15 per person, under 3 is free. Located at 1st Co Governors Horse Guards, 280
Arch Road Avon CT.

Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale - Avon Boy Scout Troop 274, Christmas Tree & Wreath Sale
at J. Fosters, Route 44, Avon. Hours of Operation, Thursdays, 4 PM to 7 PM, Fridays, 3 PM to
8 PM , Saturdays and Sundays, 10 AM to 7 PM and Thanksgiving Weekend. This is the Boy
Scouts’ biggest fundraiser.

Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page
and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below:
https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC92C9s71728HKpSllaoeGZiQ

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link:

The Avon Congregational Church Website
Www.avon-church.org

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page

Statement of Inclusion

In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social
or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as
unigue individuals made in God's image. We also affirm the special gifts that each
person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant
of our Christian community.

Staff Contact List = Online Church Information

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor pastor@avon-church.org

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist music@avon-church.org
Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School ans@avon-church.org
Kathy Smith, Office Manager secretary@avon-church.org
John Carlson, Finance Administrator administrator@avon-church.org

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT 06001
Church Phone Number 860-678-0488
Church Website www.avon-church.org
Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch

Scan for giving
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