December 10, 2025

"We clap hands and welcome the Peace of Christmas. We beckon this good
season to wait a while with us." - Maya Angelou

' There's a tension at this time of year - pulling us in two
. directions. We want all the fa la la - ing and joy we can
muster, but also want, no need, a bit of the heavenly
peace of the season's message. | invite you to take a
moment and check in with yourself. What do you
~ need?

It may be important to ‘take comfort’ and to pause a bit so you may rest in the
miracle of the Christ Child, more than it is necessary to scurry up and down our
ladders decking our halls.

And even as we gear up for the many festivities, such as the plethora offered
right here at Avon Congregational Church this season, may we heed God’s offer
to “rest ye merry gentlemen and gentlewomen.” And ‘let nothing you dismay’
because this is the time God chooses to break into our lives in a new profound
way!

And, well, that’s a different peace of mind all together!

Advent Blessings,
Pastor Chris



Readers wanted for the Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols on
December 24t at 7:30 PM - If this is a meaningful service to you and
you're interested in being a reader, please contact Pastor Chris at 860-
678-0488 or pastor@avon-church.org.

Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Communion Sunday, December 14, 2025
Trustee — Dave Crowther, Reader — Ray Ramezzana, Usher — Dick Lytle, Videographer —
Donna Lynn Young, Coffee Hour Hosts & Food Volunteers - Karen and Charles Zaorski

Coffee with the Pastor is on hold for the time being, due to a fire at
the Coffee Trade. We will let you know when it starts up again. Our
prayers are with the owners and staff during this time of crisis.

December Stone Soup - Monday, December 15th at 2 pm in the
church kitchen. This month we're making sweet potato casserole &
and corn casserole which will be side dishes for a holiday ham
dinner for the clients of Loaves & Fishes soup kitchen in
Hartford. Please bring a potato masher if you have one. Hope to
see youl!

Advent Happenings and Services

Advent Bible Study: The Birth Narratives, Thursday, December
~ 11,10:30 AM in the church library. Offered by The Rev. Marcia
P Cox, church member and retired United Church of Christ
pastor. Most of us know well the Christmas story. But in our
discussion, we will take the opportunity to examine it in greater
depth through the writings in the gospels of Matthew and
Luke. We will explore in more detail the time and place of
Jesus’ birth, those present, the events surrounding it, and the
meanings of the narratives for us today. Please sign up on the

Hidden Treasures Store, Open Thursdays and Saturdays in =
December, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM until December 20th - Come and |
find that unique, one - of- a-kind gift for that special someone, at s

the church.




All - Church Pageant Rehearsal, following worship, this Sunday,
December 14, 10:00 AM - Have you ever thought about being a
shepherd or an angel? How about a Magi¢ Or the ornery innkeeper?
This is your time to shine as we usher in Christ’s light to our Advent Season.
Christmas Pageant @ A one-time All-Church Pageant rehearsal will follow worship on
, o1 : . |
REHEARSAL December 14th, Lines will be assigned, costume too!

Christmas Caroling at 2:00 PM and Church Open House at
3:00 - 5:00 PM, Sunday, December 14 - No matter what your _
singing ability, all are invited fo join us in spreading good cheer! £
Meet at the church at 1:45 PM in Fellowship Hall to carpool. \
Following caroling, all are invited to the Church Open House & §
Potluck from 3:00 — 5:00 PM at the Parsonage. Bring a poft-luck
dish to share!

w Advent Happening in Fellowship Hall, Tuesday, December 16, 6:30 PM

' - Join us this evening for our second joyful “Advent Happening,” filled
‘ with creativity, fellowship, and festive spiritl We'll gather to make
i unique gift tags, share meaningful conversation, and enjoy the
warmth of community as we prepare our hearts for the season. All
ages are welcome! Come relax, create, and celebrate together as
we enter this special time of anticipation and hope.

Darkest Night Service of Healing, Wednesday, December 17,

7:00 PM: - Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after the
divorce or separation, coping with job loss, health challenges or [( f@ ‘/l/ \ﬁr
simply feeling overwhelmed by the stress and pressures of the W/ (Y v
season, grief comes in many forms and might lay an emotional A“”‘TER *E“‘“FOF“OPW““““(
pall over the holidays. That's why we're holding a service of
reflection and healing on the longest night.

-y

Christmas Pageant Sunday, Sunday, December 21, 10:00 AM - Our
Annual Christmas Pageant will take place during the service. We
welcome all church members and friends, young and old, to take
g part in our production! Come let us adore him and be a part of this
: beloved tradition at our church.

(.
Wednesday, December 24, 7:30 PM: Christmas Eve Service of Lessons . ‘ SRS
and Carols - Join us for a joy-filled family Christmas Eve service. The Y EVE
choir and musicians will enhance the Christmas Story with traditional "

music. The service will close with the congregation lighting their candles &Zf

while singing Silent Night.




Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page
and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below:
https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9C9s71728HKpSllaoeGZiQ

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link:

The Avon Congregational Church Website
Wwww.avon-church.org

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page

Statement of Inclusion

In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally
welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social
or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as
unigue individuals made in God's image. We also affirm the special gifts that each
person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant
of our Christian community.

Staff Contact List — Online Church Information

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor pastor@avon-church.org

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist music@avon-church.org
Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School ans@avon-church.org
Kathy Smith, Office Manager secretary@avon-church.org
John Carlson, Finance Administrator administrator@avon-church.org

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT 06001
Church Phone Number 860-678-0488
Church Website www.avon-church.org
Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch

Scan for giving

Steering Circle 2025 - 2026

Moderator — Jerry Humble; Treasurer — Bob Linderman; Clerk — Kate Rickson-
McNally; Worship — Alex Harris and Kent May; Nurturing — Lee Egan and Joan Miller;
Outreach — Marcia Cox and Leslie Desmangles; Support — Beth Ferrari and Betsy
Van Loon; Members — at - Large — Kate Allen and Candace Doersch
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