
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Monday, January 19th is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The Church Office 

and Avon Nursery School are both closed on Monday. We will be back 

to our regular hours on Tuesday, January 20th.  

 

Sunday School Reminder - There is no Sunday School this coming 

Sunday, January 18, because of the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. 

 
The 2026 Flower Sign Up Chart is up! We are looking for donations of flower 

bouquets for Sunday Worship Services. Sign up on the bulletin board in the 

main hall. Questions? Contact Trudy Desmangles at 860-306-8377 or 

Trudy.desmangles@gmail.com. 

 
Music Rehearsal News - There is no hand bell or choir rehearsal this 

evening, January 14. Gallery Singers will have a rehearsal following 

worship on Sunday, January 18 at 11:20 AM in the music room. Regular 

rehearsals for Celebration Ringers and Gallery Singers resume on 

Wednesday, January 21 at their usual times.  

 
Volunteers Needed for Sunday Coffee Hour - Sign up today! Our 

weekly coffee hour is a wonderful opportunity for fellowship and 

connection. We are currently seeking volunteers to provide simple 

snacks - see which dates are still available on the main hall bulletin 

board.  
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Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Sunday, January 18: Trustee – Laurie Petrin, 

Usher – Ray Ramezzana, Reader - Sally Albrecht, Videographer – Nora Howard, 

Coffee Hour Host - Beth Ferrari, Candace and Bob Doersch 

 
 



Religious Cults and Why They Matter? Thursday, January 15 & 22 at 

10:30 am in the Library - Retired Religious-Studies Professor and 

church member, Leslie Desmangles offers a study on cults and 

cultism in the U.S. This short course will also offer discussion of the 

development, and the future prospect of many religious 

movements in our society today. Why are cults enticing and how 

do they work? Emphasis is given to the personalities  and influence of the cult leaders, their 

various methods of conversion, programming, and more. Come to one session of come to 

all. Check with the office or our Facebook page if there is snowy weather to see if the study 

will take place.  

 

January Stone Soup - Please join us on Monday, January 19th  

at 2pm in the church kitchen to make our popular yellow rice 

chicken casserole for the clients of Loaves & Fishes soup kitchen in 

Hartford.  All ingredients are provided.  It is a nice way to honor Dr. 

King on his birthday by helping others. 

 
Coffee with the Pastor - Our next meet-up is Wednesday, January 21 

at 10 AM at the Coffee Trade (21 West Main St.). Join us for 

conversation and fellowship. Pop in or stay for the hour. See you there!  

 

 

 

250th Celebration Event - Quilt Show & Craft Fair Meeting in Fellowship 

Hall, Sunday, January 25th following worship - In celebration of our 

country’s 250th Anniversary, Avon Congregational Church has 

chosen to hold a very special Quilt Show and Craft Fair on October 

17 & 18, 2026.  This will be a major fund raiser, with lots of fun and 

fellowship.  For those who do not know, a Quilt Show is a way to 

showcase quilts in an exhibit.  We will need everyone's help in different ways.  If you can 

stay for a few minutes after church on Sunday, January 25th, we will be meeting in 

Fellowship Hall to discuss what is needed to be done, and to hear everyone's ideas.  If you 

can't stay that Sunday, please feel free to call Susan Elliott at 860-748-1775 or speak to her 

at church. 

 

Outreach Ministry News - A wonderful opportunity for giving! 

This week our Outreach Ministry received  a request for immediate 

assistance from Center Church (60 Gold St.), a sister congregation in 

downtown Hartford. They have recently opened their church every 

night to offer 40 beds to men needing shelter through these cold 

winter months. On their behalf, we are asking for donations from you, 

the warm - hearted members of our congregation, for these specific items: warm socks, 

adult wipes, paper coffee cups, plates and napkins, and bath tissue. These items will be 

gratefully received from January 15-26 in the labeled baskets in the narthex, fellowship 

hall and outside the hallway doors leading into the sanctuary. It is always heartening to 

see how much we are able to do together.  Stay tuned for photos of our collective 

efforts.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.  



 

Sunday School Highlights 
By Lauren Lett 

So far this year, our Sunday school kids have been busy learning, 

creating, moving, and having fun together as we explore the Bible 

and our faith. 

We started the year with “Creation & Beginnings,” where we talked 

about how God made the world and cares for all of it. The kids 

learned about: 

• Creation and caring for God’s world 

• Adam and Eve and making good choices 

• Noah’s Ark and God’s promises 

• The Tower of Babel, celebrating how God made each of us unique 

• God calling Abram, learning about trust and faith 

• Jacob’s dream, discovering that God is with us wherever we go 

From there, we moved into Heroes of Faith, meeting people who 

trusted God and showed courage: 

• Joseph’s journey, focusing on forgiveness and God’s faithfulness 

• Moses and the Burning Bush, listening for God’s call 

• Crossing the Red Sea, trusting God even when things feel scary 

• David and Goliath, learning that God helps us be brave 

Most recently, we’ve begun a new unit on Jesus’ Life & Teachings. So 

far, we’ve learned about: 

• Jesus’ birth, getting ready for Christmas through music and art 

• Jesus in the Temple, learning about growing in wisdom and faith 

• Jesus calling the disciples, discovering what it means to follow Jesus 

Each week includes: 

• A Bible story shared in kid-friendly ways 

• Time for discussion and prayer 

• One active, movement-based activity 

• One art or craft project 

• Plenty of time to play, connect, and build friendships 

Our goal is simple: to help kids know they are loved by God, that 

God is always with them, and that following Jesus can be joyful, 

meaningful, and fun. 

 



The downstairs hallway bulletin board is updated with art projects from 

the kids once each unit is over We usually have 4-8 kids each week - 

ages preschool to 3rd grade. The one room class is working fine. We are 

able to accommodate all ages in our activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Friday Dinner at Avon Congregational Church, Dine In AND Take 

Out!! 6 West Main St., on February 6 at 5:30 – 7:00 PM.  
 

We know life is busy, but to live well, we must eat well! Come meet new 

friends from all over the Farmington Valley for a family favorite, 

Shepherd’s Pie with traditional meat or vegan version with assorted 

vegetables. This month's hearty entrée is served with a tossed salad with 

house made vinaigrette,  garlic bread and our wonderful dessert buffet! 

Includes coffee and tea as well, to complete your dining experience. 

$20 each. No reservations necessary. Too busy to eat in or looking for a 

great option to feed your friends and family at home?? Take-out is available. No fuss! 

For more information, call the church office at 860-678-0488 or email us at 

secretary@avon-church.org.  

 

Dinner Volunteer Sign-Ups are on the main hall bulletin board by the 

office. We are looking for helpers who can assist with take-out, cook, 

serve the meal, clean up during and afterwards, and make a dessert. 

We are very thankful for all of our volunteers and look forward to 

another year of delicious dinners! 
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Community News 

 

Event at Farmington Valley American Muslim Center, 35 Harris Road, Avon, Saturday 

January 31, 6:00 am - 8:00 pm - On behalf of The Farmington Valley American Muslim 

Center (FVAMC) we would like to invite you and your family to an open house and 

event, Salam Ramadan! We would be honored for you to join us and learn more about 

the local Muslim community and the significance of this holy month for Muslims around 

the world. The event will feature an informative presentation on the essence 

of Ramadan, followed by an engaging open-floor discussion and Q&A session. The 

evening will conclude with a delightful meal, fostering community and camaraderie. 
 

Please RSVP BELOW or by emailing info@fvamc.org, indicating the name and 

number of attendees by January 20th , 2026. For more information see link: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0544AAAC28A2FE3-61245589-salam 

For more information, call 860.673.9630 or email info@fvamc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media 
 

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page 

and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below: 

https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9C9s7fZ28HKpSllaoeGZfQ 
 

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link: 
 

The Avon Congregational Church Website 

www.avon-church.org  
 

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page 
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Statement of Inclusion 
 

 In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally 

welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social 

or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as 

unique individuals made in God’s image. We also affirm the special gifts that each 

person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant 

of our Christian community. 

 

Staff Contact List – Online Church Information 
 

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor            pastor@avon-church.org 

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist            music@avon-church.org 

Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School                   ans@avon-church.org  

Kathy Smith, Office Manager                 secretary@avon-church.org 

John Carlson, Finance Administrator             administrator@avon-church.org 

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons 

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT  06001 

Church Phone Number 860-678-0488 

Church Website www.avon-church.org  

Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch  
 
 

 

Steering Circle 2025 – 2026 
 

Moderator – Jerry Humble; Treasurer – Bob Linderman; Clerk – Kate Rickson-

McNally; Worship – Alex Harris and Kent May; Nurturing – Lee Egan and Joan Miller; 

Outreach – Marcia Cox and Leslie Desmangles;  Support – Beth Ferrari and Betsy 

Van Loon; Members – at - Large – Kate Allen and Candace Doersch 
 

Scan for giving 
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