
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Avon Congregational Church Members and Friends, 

 

Our Hebrew Bible scriptures tell us in Ecclesiastes, “To everything there is a 

season, a time for every purpose under heaven…" Our dedicated and faith-filled 

Office Manager, Kathy Smith, has determined this is the time and season for her 

to live into a new chapter of her life. Some call it retirement. More accurately, 

though I think it should rather be called an exciting ‘rewiring’ of our lives. And 

while it comes with some endings and ‘goodbyes,’ which certainly sting and 

bring tears to the eyes, these new seasons, as mentioned in Ecclesiastes, allow 

God to partner in our lives in brand new unknown ways that unfold for new 

purposes ‘under heaven.’ 

 

Please join with me in offering our heartfelt gratitude and thanksgiving for the 

many years of faithful service Kathy has provided for the ministries and the 

people of Avon Congregational Church. Indeed, she serves in a role that is 

‘central hub’ and ‘first door’ for all the ministries of our church. Kathy has 

done so with keen dedication and an eager willingness to support. I believe 

she has been invaluable especially because she shares our unique recipe for 

our United Church of Christ understanding of God’s extravagant welcome to 

one and all! Thank you, Kathy!! 

 

For these reasons, and more, we cannot replace Kathy and we won’t even 

try! However, we will in these next few weeks place an ad in INDEED and 

online in the local community for a new Office Manager, who God is 

perhaps calling even as I write. If you know someone who may have a desire 

and with skills you feel are similar to Kathy’s cheerful interpersonal way, 

do reach out to Pastor Chris. Yet first and most important, take a moment 

to consider your own relationship with Kathy and the ways her gifts have 

touched you and your ministries in this church. And then, send Kathy a 

lovely card of your own – expressing your gratitude and well wishes. Her 

last day with us in the office will be January 29. 

 

E-Tidings  
 Avon Congregational Church 

www.avon-church.org 
 

 January 7, 2025 

 

 

 



 

Per Kathy’s wishes, she does NOT want a large send off in a worship service nor 

surprise cakes and big retirement bashes. And we will honor that.  

 

I add personally that I could not imagine a better colleague in this role. Kathy has 

ministered alongside me, carried a torch with me for the church in a worldwide 

pandemic and has been the best of a champion and challenger. I am a better pastor 

for who Kathy is and I can say without reserve she will be missed much by us 

all! 

 

God Speed Kathy and all blessings and well wishes as God whispers something new for you. 

 

In Christ 

Pastor Chris  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

To Members and Friends of Avon Congregational Church, 

 

It is with mixed emotions, but with much joy and gratitude, that I announce my upcoming 

retirement from my role as Church Office Manager. I’ll be wrapping things up by Thursday, 

January 29th. As you can imagine, this wasn’t an easy decision, but one that feels right for 

me at this time. Serving the church and all of you has been a true blessing, and I have 

deeply loved my work and the people God placed in my life through it all.  

 

Thank you for your support, kindness, and fellowship over these past eight years. It has been 

an honor to serve alongside each of you. I am grateful for the many memories (so many 

memories!) and for all that’s been done through our work together.  

 

My greatest wish is for God continue to bless this church, its ministry, and each of you 

abundantly. You will all be in my prayers as I begin this new “season” with a thankful and 

grateful heart. 

 

With deepest gratitude, 

Kathy Smith 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Sunday, January 11:  

Trustee – Dick Lytle, Usher – Sandy Lytle, Videographer – Donna Lynn Young,  

Coffee Hour Host - Charlie Zaorski and Beth Ferrari 

 
 



Religious Cults and Why They Matter? Thursdays, Jan 8, 15 and 22 

at 10:30 am in the Library - Retired Religious-Studies Professor and 

church member, Leslie Desmangles offers a three-week study on 

cults and cultism in the U.S. This short course will also offer discussion 

of the development, and the future prospect of many religious 

movements in our society today. Why are cults enticing and how 

do they work? Emphasis is given to the personalities  and influence of the cult leaders, their 

various methods of conversion, programming, forms of spiritual healing, tongue speaking 

(glossolalia) and cults’ millennial visions about the end of the present order and the 

restoration of the world. Those who participated in Leslie’s recent Book of Revelation study 

should find this offering very interesting. Come to one session of come to all. Sign up on the 

main hall bulletin board if interested. Check with the office or our Facebook page if there 

is snowy weather to see if the study will take place.  

 
A Friendly Reminder - Steering Circle will be meeting this Sunday, January 11, 

at 11:15 AM in the Church Library.  

 

 

Recent New Members Discussion with Pastor & Moderator, Monday, 

January 12th, 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall - In an effort for the 

congregation to live deeply into what God calls us to be and 

become, Pastor Chris and Moderator Jerry Humble will host a 

listening session for recent new members (joining approximately 

2022 thru the present). Getting feedback about the ways we are (or 

are not) meeting expectations adds vital perspective. There will be other opportunities for 

all members to add their feedback as well. Leadership will then distill what was heard and 

have clearer perspective as we continue our mission “to enable people to know God’s 

unconditional love and to be a community of faith helping one another to live as Jesus 

Christ lived and taught.”  Contact Pastor Chris at pastor@avon-church.org  if you plan on 

attending. 

 

Coffee with the Pastor - Our next meet-up is Wednesday, January 

14 at 10 AM at the Coffee Trade (21 West Main St.). Join us for 

conversation and fellowship. Pop in or stay for the hour. See you 

there!  

 

First Friday Dinner at Avon Congregational Church, Dine In AND Take Out!! 

6 West Main St., on February 6 at 5:30 – 7:00 PM.  
 

We know life is busy, but to live well, we must eat well! Come meet new 

friends from all over the Farmington Valley for a family favorite, Shepherd’s 

Pie with traditional meat or vegan version with assorted vegetables. This 

month's hearty entrée is served with a tossed salad with house made 

vinaigrette,  garlic bread and our wonderful dessert buffet! Includes coffee 

and tea as well, to complete your dining experience. $20 each. No 

reservations necessary. Too busy to eat in or looking for a great option to feed your 

friends and family at home?? Take-out is available. No fuss! For more information, call 

the church office at 860-678-0488 or email us at secretary@avon-church.org.  
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Dinner Volunteer Sign-Ups are on the main hall bulletin board by the 

office. We are looking for helpers who can assist with take-out, cook, 

serve the meal, clean up during and afterwards, and make a dessert. 

We are very thankful for all of our volunteers and look forward to 

another year of delicious dinners! 

 

 

 

The 2026 Flower Sign Up Chart is up! We are looking for donations of flower 

bouquets for Sunday Worship Services. Sign up on the bulletin board in the 

main hall. Questions? Contact Trudy Desmangles at 860-306-8377 or 

Trudy.desmangles@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Advent Happening Wreath Makers - Anyone who joined Pastor Chris 

for the wreath crafting event in December is reminded to keep their 

vine wreath. It is a good base for future wreath making. Simply use 

garden shears to snip the wire that holds the greens from the 

backside of the wreath.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media 
 

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page 

and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below: 

https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9C9s7fZ28HKpSllaoeGZfQ 
 

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link: 
 

The Avon Congregational Church Website 

www.avon-church.org  
 

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page 
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Statement of Inclusion 
 

 In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally 

welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social 

or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as 

unique individuals made in God’s image. We also affirm the special gifts that each 

person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant 

of our Christian community. 

 

Staff Contact List – Online Church Information 
 

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor            pastor@avon-church.org 

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist            music@avon-church.org 

Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School                   ans@avon-church.org  

Kathy Smith, Office Manager                 secretary@avon-church.org 

John Carlson, Finance Administrator             administrator@avon-church.org 

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons 

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT  06001 

Church Phone Number 860-678-0488 

Church Website www.avon-church.org  

Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch  
 
 

 

Steering Circle 2025 – 2026 
 

Moderator – Jerry Humble; Treasurer – Bob Linderman; Clerk – Kate Rickson-

McNally; Worship – Alex Harris and Kent May; Nurturing – Lee Egan and Joan Miller; 

Outreach – Marcia Cox and Leslie Desmangles;  Support – Beth Ferrari and Betsy 

Van Loon; Members – at - Large – Kate Allen and Candace Doersch 
 

Scan for giving 
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