
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Coffee with the Pastor - Our next meet-up is Wednesday, January 14 

at 10 AM at the Coffee Trade (21 West Main St.). Join us for 

conversation and fellowship. Pop in or stay for the hour. See you 

there!  

 

 

Afternoon at the Opera, Sunday, January 4th, 11:30 AM in the church 

library. Featuring Die Fledermaus (the Bat), by Johann Strauss II (1825-

1899). Die Fledermaus (The Bat) is a Viennese comic operetta about love 

and mistaken identities. It is centered on a New Year's Eve party where 

Gabriel von Eisenstein pretends to go to jail for an infraction but instead 

attends a masquerade ball, leading to hilarious ruses as his wife 

Rosalinde, his maid Adele, and others get entangled in romantic mix-ups 

orchestrated as a prank by his friend Dr. Falke. The story culminates in 

chaos, forgiveness, and the realization that champagne caused all the 

trouble. Bring a bag lunch and/or a dish to share and join us after worship! 
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Worship and Hospitality Volunteers for Communion Sunday, January 4: Communion 

Elements - Gail Alvord, Trustee – Bob Linderman, Usher – Kate Rickson-McNally, 

Videographer – Betsy Van Loon, Coffee Hour Hosts & Food Volunteers - Jane Keeney, 

Laurie McBride  
 



Religious Cults and Why They Matter? Thursdays, Jan 8, 15 

and 22 at 10:30 am in the Library - Retired Religious-Studies 

Professor and church member, Leslie Desmangles offers a 

three-week study on cults and cultism in the U.S. This short 

course will also offer discussion of the development, and 

the future prospect of many religious movements in our 

society today. Why are cults enticing and how do they 

work? Emphasis is given to the personalities  and influence 

of the cult leaders, their various methods of conversion, programming, forms of spiritual 

healing, tongue speaking (glossolalia) and cults’ millennial visions about the end of the 

present order and the restoration of the world. Those who participated in Leslie’s recent 

Book of Revelation study should find this offering very interesting. Come to one session of 

come to all. Sign up on the main hall bulletin board if interested. Check with the office or 

our Facebook page if there is snowy weather to see if the study will take place.  
 

Recent New Members Discussion with Pastor & 

Moderator, Monday, January 12th, 6:30 pm in Fellowship 

Hall - In an effort for the congregation to live deeply 

into what God calls us to be and become, Pastor Chris 

and Moderator Jerry Humble will host a listening session 

for recent new members (joining approximately 2022 

thru the present). Getting feedback about the ways we 

are (or are not) meeting expectations adds vital 

perspective. There will be other opportunities for all 

members to add their feedback as well. Leadership will then distill what was heard and 

have clearer perspective as we continue our mission “to enable people to know God’s 

unconditional love and to be a community of faith helping one another to live as Jesus 

Christ lived and taught.”  Contact Pastor Chris at pastor@avon-church.org  if you plan on 

attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

Livestreaming Services and Accessing Church Social Media 
 

Sunday services are accessible on the Avon Congregational Church Facebook page 

and our YouTube channel. The links for those are below: 

https://www.facebook.com/avoncongregational or 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9C9s7fZ28HKpSllaoeGZfQ 
 

For information about Avon Congregational Church, click on the following link: 
 

The Avon Congregational Church Website 

www.avon-church.org  
 

Most events and lots of pictures are often posted to our ACC Facebook Page 
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Statement of Inclusion 
 

 In keeping with the life and teaching of Christ Jesus, we joyfully and unconditionally 

welcome all people of any age, gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ability or social 

or economic status into our community of faith. We affirm the humanity of all people as 

unique individuals made in God’s image. We also affirm the special gifts that each 

person has to offer. We invite all to participate in the full life of the church and covenant 

of our Christian community. 

 

Staff Contact List – Online Church Information 
 

Rev. Chris Solimene, Pastor            pastor@avon-church.org 

Karen Levan, Dir. of Music Ministries/Organist            music@avon-church.org 

Jolene Tefoe, Dir. of Avon Nursery School                   ans@avon-church.org  

Kathy Smith, Office Manager                 secretary@avon-church.org 

John Carlson, Finance Administrator             administrator@avon-church.org 

Tom Keough, Kenny Keough, Sextons 

  

Church Address: 6 West Main Street, Avon, CT  06001 

Church Phone Number 860-678-0488 

Church Website www.avon-church.org  

Church Wi-Fi: avonchurch  
 
 
 

Steering Circle 2025 – 2026 
 

Moderator – Jerry Humble; Treasurer – Bob Linderman; Clerk – Kate Rickson-

McNally; Worship – Alex Harris and Kent May; Nurturing – Lee Egan and Joan Miller; 

Outreach – Marcia Cox and Leslie Desmangles;  Support – Beth Ferrari and Betsy 

Van Loon; Members – at - Large – Kate Allen and Candace Doersch 
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